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Welcome to The Burn 

The Burn is a delightful country estate and former family 

home located in a beautiful Highland glen in the north-eastern 

Scottish countryside. Over the decades, The Burn has 

developed a notable reputation for hosting academic reading 

parties, study groups and guests from across the globe. 

Regular visitors include students and staff from British and 

European universities, the United States and South Africa.

Academic groups booking The Burn as a study retreat are 

engaging with a unique charitable venture, 

dedicated to supporting scholars from 

around the world. And, as an 

educational charity serving the 

university sector, the elements 

for a stimulating and 

productive gathering are 

available at very 

reasonable rates. 

A unique charity

The Burn estate was gifted to the 

Dominion Students’ Hall Trust (now 

Goodenough College) in 1949 by Mr and 

Mrs George Herbert Russell, in memory 

of their son James who was killed in 

action during the Second World War.  

The Russells’ vision was that students – 

international students and 

members of the Scottish 

universities, in particular 

– should benefit from 

the estate’s beauty 

and tranquillity to 

promote their 

studies and  

build networks  

of friendship  

and collaboration.
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The Burn offers the ideal environment for all types of 

academic seminars, workshops and study retreats, for 

team-building experiences or as a rehearsal venue.

At the heart of the property is a traditional Georgian 

mansion house dating from 1796, full of period charm 

and original architectural features. It offers versatile 

and comfortable function rooms, good food, reliable 

wi-fi and a relaxing home-from-home where guests can 

focus on achieving their goals. 

We provide comfortable settings for lively intellectual 

debate and there are plenty of nooks throughout the 

house for calm reflection, informal chats or private study. 

And, with exclusive use of the estate, visitors can be sure 

of privacy and the full attention of our expert staff. 

At The Burn, we specialise in offering tailored 

packages with full-board catering – adjusted to suit 

the size, requirements and interests of individual 

groups. The Mansion House can accommodate up  

to 45 overnight guests. For large groups, further 

accommodation is available on the estate in our 

Courtyard House and the North and South Gate 

Lodges, permitting 65 guests at full capacity. 

There is ample indoor and outdoor space for team 

activities and the meeting rooms and breakout areas 

can each accommodate gatherings of up to 40.

A very special academic retreat
We take great pride in offering our guests  

a comfortable and conducive environment 

for study. Whatever your aim – exploring 

ideas, reviewing progress or bonding as a 

team – The Burn will help you deliver an 

inspirational and productive time away from 

everyday pressures.

 The Burn is used by many 
schools in our University for 
reading parties and other 
academic retreats. I organise  
the Physics and Astronomy third 
year student conference here 
each year. It is a glorious venue. 
The grand but relaxed 
atmosphere of the place is 
enjoyed by students. There are 
good spaces for them giving 
their presentations. The relative 
isolation with splendid on-site 
facilities tends to keep most of 
us together. We have found it to 
be an excellent way to enhance 
the feeling of community within 
the School.

 Dr Bruce Sinclair, School of  
Physics and Astronomy, University  
of St Andrews



 The Burn offers 
outstanding value with the 
flexibility that allows either 
smaller or relatively large 
reading parties to fit 
comfortably into shared or 
single accommodation for 
academic retreats. The 
food is good, with menus 
sensitive to all needs, 
whether for dietary, 
cultural or religious 
reasons. The house is set 
in the beautiful Esk Valley 
with local woodland walks 
on the estate and the 
opportunity for team 
building treks on or 
around Mount Keen. 
Having stayed here over 
the last decade, I am torn 
as which season offers the 
most enjoyable stay – each 
allowing you to see the 
house and grounds in a 
different light.

 Prof Jonathan Cooper,  
Wolfson Chair of Bioengineering, 
School of Engineering, 
University of Glasgow

A sense of community
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Communal meals are at the heart of The Burn 

experience. Led by Head Chef Gordon, our in-house 

catering team provides a generous breakfast, 

morning coffee, lunch (packed lunches can be 

provided), afternoon tea with cake and a two-course 

dinner. Meals are prepared at set times to a set menu 

agreed with guests in advance. We’re happy to meet 

any special dietary requirements (and also requests 

for Gordon’s famous sticky toffee pudding!). 

There’s a licensed bar for relaxation after a day of 

discussion or exploration. On long Scottish summer 

nights, the bar opens up onto the garden  

– a great place to gather and relax under the stars. 

Our bedrooms are warm, comfortable and 

traditional, with tea- and coffee-making facilities and 

lovely views of the house’s well-tended grounds. As a 

traditional country house, rather than a luxury hotel, 

The Burn retains the features that made it a home, 

including shared (two-, three- or four-bed) bedrooms 

and bathrooms. Guests often tell us that they enjoy 

being able to unwind and review their thoughts with 

others at the end of the day – and that sharing rooms 

helps break down barriers and builds friendships.

For smaller groups, single rooms can be provided for 

academic staff, faculty members and guests with 

special needs. 



A memorable group experience

As well as promoting a conducive workshop 

environment, we also offer a wide range of leisure 

activities to help your team have fun, relax and 

unwind. We can organise formal candle-lit dinners, 

cream teas, ceilidh dancing, music and other group 

activities. There’s a well-stocked games room 

(including full-size snooker table) and a tennis court, 

putting green and croquet lawn outside.

For those who want to recharge, de-stress and  

feel more connected with nature, The Burn’s two-

hundred acre estate includes the famous  

‘Blue Door’ walk along the spectacular Gannochy 

Gorge, pathways through magnificent ancient 

woodlands and opportunities to play tennis or enjoy 

fishing for salmon on the River North Esk.  

Simply walking around the estate and taking in the 

fresh air is a marvellous tonic and there are plenty  

of opportunities for the more adventurous  

wild swimmers! 

Further afield, guests can explore the Cairngorms 

National Park; climb Mount Keen (the most easterly 

Munro); go fishing or kayaking on the River North 

Esk; enjoy varied walking and cycling in quiet glens, 

up hills, through forests and along the dramatic 

north-east coastline; or spend time exploring some 

of the many castles, whisky distilleries, museums and 

golf courses within easy reach. 

8

 After two intense days  
of workshops, we each 
shared far more essential 
information about ourselves 
than we ever would at a 
conference, symposium or 
day-long meeting. Individuals 
from three different 
countries engaged in an 
intense, shared experience 
that will bond us for life. This 
is exceptionally important as 
most of us are used to 
working on our  
research alone.

	 Scottish	postgraduate	student

 The Burn was magical.  
The snowy environment and 
warm hospitality promoted 
relaxed, deep and honest 
discussions among all of us.

	 Visiting	student	from	 
South Africa

9



10

We’re closer  
than you think!

The Burn is located midway 

between Dundee and Aberdeen 

with good rail access from towns 

and cities in Scotland and north-

east England (the closest station 

is Montrose, which is 20 minutes 

away by road).

 If you are travelling by air, 

Aberdeen airport is one hour away 

by road and Edinburgh airport is 

two hours away.

 For those who prefer to drive, we’re 

located 2km north of Edzell on the B966, 

between Dundee and Aberdeen and just 5km 

from the main A90 trunk road.

 We are always happy to arrange group transport to help 

your guests get to and from The Burn.

 For further information, or to check booking availability, 

please visit our website at www.theburn.co.uk; email us 

at burn@goodenough.ac.uk; or telephone  

01356 648281.

The Burn, Glenesk, Brechin

Flexible 
accommodation for 
small groups and 
holidaymakers

As well as the Mansion House itself, The Burn 

estate includes the adjacent Courtyard House, 

accommodating up to 12 guests, and our cosy 

North and South Gate Lodges, each with two 

twin rooms. All three properties have fully 

equipped kitchens and are available on a 

self-catering basis for small groups and holiday 

visitors. They may also be incorporated into 

larger Mansion House group bookings as 

overflow accommodation. 

Just let us know what you  

have in mind – we’re happy  

to offer advice and  

make arrangements.

Please get in touch for a 

bespoke proposal at 

burn@goodenough.ac.uk 

or take a look at our 

website for further ideas 

and to check availability.
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